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 U.S. Department of the Interior 

Save America’s Treasures 
FY 2000 Historic Preservation Fund Grants to Preserve  

Nationally Significant Intellectual and Cultural Artifacts and Historic Structures and Sites 
 

GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
 
Applications are invited for Federal Save America’s Treasures Grants to preserve our cultural heritage, as authorized by the 
FY 2000 Department of the Interior Appropriations Act. The Federal Save America’s Treasures Grants will be awarded 
through a competitive process. Eligible activities, project selection criteria, administrative and funding requirements and 
application submission instructions follow. A total of $15 million will be awarded. 
 
Grants are available for preservation and/or conservation work on nationally significant intellectual and cultural artifacts and 
nationally significant historic structures and sites. Intellectual and cultural artifacts include artifacts, collections, documents, 
monuments and works of art (hereinafter collections). Historic structures and sites include historic districts, sites, buildings, 
structures and objects (hereinafter historic properties).  
 
A Federal Save America’s Treasures Grant requires a dollar-for-dollar non-Federal match. The minimum grant request for 
collections projects is $50,000; the minimum grant request for historic property projects is $250,000. The maximum grant 
request for all projects is $1 million Federal share. All funds must be obligated by September 30, 2001. 
 
Given the increased awareness of the Save America’s Treasures grants, the number of applications is expected to increase over 
1999, making this a highly competitive process. Applicants are encouraged to review the Selection Criteria and 
Application Rating very carefully and to read these Guidelines and Application Instructions in detail before completing 
the application. Applications must be postmarked by March 31, 2000.  
 
To receive an electronic version of this application, see Additional Information on page 4. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  This is an application for a Federal grant. This is not an application for Official Save America’s 
Treasures Project designation by the National Trust for Historic Preservation. For information on Official Project 
Designation, contact the National Trust at (202) 588-6202 or 877-TREASURES (873-2787). 
 
 
WHO MAY APPLY 
 

FEDERAL AGENCIES FUNDED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AND 
    RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT 
Each agency may submit up to a total of 10 applications. 
• Advisory Council on Historic Preservation  
• Bureau of Indian Affairs 
• Bureau of Land Management 
• Commission of Fine Arts (Washington, D.C.) 
• Department of Energy 
• Holocaust Memorial Commission 
• Indian Health Service 
• Institute of American Indian & Alaska Native Culture 

& Arts Development 
• Institute of Museum and Library Services  
• Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 
• Minerals Management Service 
• National Capital Planning Commission 
 

• National Endowment for the Arts  
• National Endowment for the Humanities  
• National Gallery of Art 
• National Park Service 
• Office of Navajo & Hopi Relocation 
• Office of Surface Mining Reclamation & Enforcement  
• Presidio Trust 
• Smithsonian Institution 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• U.S. Forest Service  
• U.S. Geological Survey 
• Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars 
 

Federal agencies not listed above  collaborating with a nonprofit partner to preserve the historic properties or collections 
owned by the Federal agency may submit applications through the nonprofit partner. The nonprofit partner must submit the 
application on behalf of the Federal agency and will be the grantee of record. See Non-Federal entities below. 
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NON-FEDERAL ENTITIES  
• Entities organized as a public or private nonprofit institution and holding nationally significant historic properties or 

collections.  
• Agencies of state or local governments holding nationally significant historic properties or collections.  
 
Non-Federal entities must submit proof of nonprofit status with an application. Proof of nonprofit status may be: 
• A copy of the Federal IRS letter indicating the applicant’s eligibility for nonprofit status under the applicable provisions of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended. 
• An official document identifying the applicant as a unit of state or local government or other tax exempt multipurpose 

organization. If prepared specifically for this application, the certification must be on the parent organization letterhead 
and certified by an official of the parent organization. 

Note:   A letter of sales tax exemption is not acceptable as proof of nonprofit status. 
 
 

WHAT IS FUNDED 
Preservation and/or conservation work on nationally significant intellectual and cultural artifacts and nationally significant 
historic structures and sites. Intellectual and cultural artifacts include artifacts, collections, documents, monuments and works 
of art (hereinafter collections). Historic structures and sites include historic districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects 
(hereinafter historic properties). A list of projects funded in 1999 is attached (see page 5). 
 
 

WHAT IS NOT FUNDED 
• Acquisition (i.e. purchase in fee simple or interest) of intellectual and cultural artifacts, historic sites, buildings, structures 

or objects.  
• Survey or inventory of historic properties or cataloging of collections. 
• Long-term maintenance or curation.  
• Interpretive or training programs. 
• Reconstruction of historic properties (i.e. recreating all or a significant portion of a structure that no longer exists). 
• Moving buildings or work associated with a building that has been moved. 
• Historic structure reports and conditions assessments, unless they are one component of a larger project to implement the 

results of these studies. 
• Cash reserves, endowments or revolving funds; funds must be expended within 2 years of award and may not be used to 

create an endowment or revolving fund or otherwise spent over many years. 
• Costs of fund-raising campaigns. 
• Historic properties and collections associated with an active religious organization (for example, restoration of an historic 

church that is still actively used as a church). 
• For Federal agency grantees – Federal salaries, agency overhead or administrative costs. 
• Costs of work performed prior to announcement of award. 
 
 
SELECTION CRITERIA 
• The collections or historic properties must be nationally significant.  
• The collections or historic properties must be threatened, endangered or otherwise demonstrate an urgent preservation 

and/or conservation need. 
• Projects must have educational, interpretive or training value and a clear public benefit (for example, historic places open 

for visitation or collections available for scholarly research). 
• Projects must be feasible (i.e. able to be accomplished within the proposed activities, schedule and budget described in the 

application), and the applicant must demonstrate ability to complete the project and match the Federal funds. 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 
• For collections projects – proposals may not be less than $50,000 and may not exceed $1 million Federal share. 
• For historic property projects – proposal may not be less than $250,000 and may not exceed $1 million Federal share. 
• A dollar-for-dollar non-Federal match is required; Federal appropriations or other Federal grants (except for CDBG grants 

from the Department of Housing and Urban Development) may not be used for match. 
• Grantees may not assess costs for administering the project. 
• All funds must be obligated by September 30, 2001. 
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• For projects involving historic properties:  Projects funded under this program constitute “undertakings” as defined by 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470). Accordingly, grant recipients must 
complete the consultation process with the State Historic Preservation Officer and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation PRIOR to the receipt of funds. 

• By law, no individual project may receive more than one Federal Save America’s Treasures grant. 
 
 
SELECTION PROCESS 
• A panel of experts, representing applicable preservation and conservation disciplines, from non-competing Federal 

agencies will rank applications and make funding recommendations to the Secretary of the Interior. 
• The Secretary of the Interior will select successful applicants and forward selections to the House and Senate Committees 

on Appropriations for concurrence. 
• Awards will be announced after Committees’ concurrence and not before June 25, 2000. 
 
 

APPLICATION RATING 
Complete applications will be rated and selected based on the five (5) criteria described below. 
 
NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE   (20% OF TOTAL SCORE) 
Collections and his toric properties must be nationally significant to be eligible for funding. The following criteria will be used 
to evaluate national significance. 
 

The quality of national significance is ascribed to collections and historic properties that possess exceptional value or quality 
in illustrating or interpreting the intellectual and cultural heritage and the built environment of the United States, that possess 
a high degree of integrity and: 
• That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to, and are identified with, or that outstandingly 

represent the broad patterns of United States history and culture and from which an understanding and appreciation of 
those patterns may be gained; or, 

• That are associated importantly with the lives of persons nationally significant in the United States history or culture; or, 
• That represent great ideas or ideals of the American people; or, 
• That embody the distinguishing characteristics of a resource type that is exceptionally valuable for the study of a period 

or theme of United States history or culture; or that represent a significant, distinctive and exceptional entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or, 

• That are composed of integral parts not sufficiently significant to warrant individual recognition, but that collectively 
form an entity of exceptional historical, artistic or cultural significance or that outstandingly commemorate or illustrate a 
way of life or culture; or, 

• That have yielded or may be likely to yield information of major importance by revealing or by shedding light upon 
periods or themes of United States history or culture. 

 
THREAT TO THE HISTORIC PROPERTY OR COLLECTION   (20% OF TOTAL SCORE) 
The application must explain and justify that the collection or historic property is imminently threatened. The nature, the 
extent, and the level of severity of the threat, danger or damage to the collection or historic property must be clearly and 
convincingly argued. 
 
HOW PROJECT ADDRESSES THE THREAT (25% OF TOTAL SCORE) 
The application must describe the proposed preservation or conservation work and clearly explain how the work will 
significantly diminish or eliminate the threat, danger or damage. 
 
EDUCATIONAL VALUE   (15% OF TOTAL SCORE) 
The proposed project must have educational, interpretive, or training value and be of clear benefit to the American public. 
Examples include projects proposed for collections and historic properties that are accessible to the public or that will be newly 
accessible to the public as a result of the project and projects that will leverage additional preservation or conservation work or 
other activities of public benefit. 
 
PROJECT BUDGET AND ABILITY TO SECURE NON-FEDERAL MATCH  (20% OF TOTAL SCORE) 
The budget must be clear and all items must be eligible, reasonable and relevant to the project. Additional sheets may be 
attached if necessary to justify specific budget items or clarify the derivation of specific costs.  
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FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Questions and requests for an electronic version of the instructions and application may be addressed to: 
 
Institute of Museum and Library Services 
Telephone 202.606.8547 
E-mail   mekennelly@imls.gov 
Website  http://imls.gov 
 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Telephone 202.682.5489 
E-mail  mclaughm@arts.endow.gov 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Telephone 202.606.8570 
E-mail  preservation@neh.gov 
 
National Park Service 
Telephone 202.343.9570 
E-mail  treasures@nps.gov 
Website  http://grants.cr.nps.gov/Millennium 
 

 

APPLICATION SUBMISSION 
Applications must be submitted in hard copy. Faxed applications and applications submitted electronically will not be 
accepted. Applications not postmarked by the deadline and incomplete applications will not be considered.  
 
A complete application package is: 
• One (1) original application and supporting documents, including: 

• Original Authorizing Official signature; for Federal Agencies, this is the agency head (see Application #3). 
• Proof of nonprofit status, if applicable (see Application #4). 
• Minimum of four (4) 5”x7” or larger black and white photographs (see Application #5). 
• Documentation of determination of eligibility for listing in the National Register, if applicable (see Application #7). 
• Timeline for project completion (see Application #8B) 
• Detailed budget (see Application #9). 

• Seven (7) copies of the complete application package; including original photographs, not photocopies. 
• One additional (1) photocopy of page one of the application.  
 
Applications must be postmarked by March 31, 2000.  
 
 
 
SEND APPLICATIONS TO 
 

For regular U.S. Postal Service Mail  
   Including U.S. Priority 2-3 day mail  
 
National Park Service 
Heritage Preservation Services 
1849 C Street, NW – NC330 
Washington, D.C.  20240 
Attention:   Save America’s Treasures 
 

For overnight mail or courier service ONLY 
   Federal Express, DHL, UPS, etc. 
 
Save America’s Treasures 
National Park Service 
Heritage Preservation Services 
Suite 330 
800 North Capitol Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20002  
(202) 343-9570 


